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Citrus shippers sending fruit 
to China have been warned to 
make sure there are containers 
available for their produce as 
the backlog following last year’s 
outbreak of the coronavirus 
(Covid-19) is resulting in a 
build-up of unprocessed boxes 
- with ripple effects across the 
freight sector.

According to Justin 
Chadwick, CEO of the Citrus 
Growers’ Association (CGA), 
the big problem at the moment 

is that the ports in China aren’t 
working.

Speaking at a national 
budget presentation hosted by 
Absa AgriBusiness last week, 
Chadwick said: “There is an 
incredible number of containers 
and huge congestion around the 
ports which will take some time 
to clear.

“It’s a big concern for us 
because if it takes too long and 
containers can’t be repositioned, 
we could find that China’s ports 

could run out of equipment.”
It’s the reason why, Chadwick 

warned, exporters should be 
sure that there were containers 
available before they started 
shipping.

Commenting on a panel 
remark that there were about 
250 000 South African 
mandarins heading East at 
a time when Covid-19 was 
wreaking havoc across global 
markets, Chadwick said that 

Liesl Venter

Industry has met Finance 
Minister Tito Mboweni’s 
decision to henceforth 
provide for the publication 
of tariff determinations 
with a sigh of relief.

These classifications 
have been one of the 
biggest bugbears in the 
past few years causing 
costly delays and often 
confusion amongst industry 
stakeholders.

In its review of 
the budget, National 
Treasury states this 
move is in line with the 
requirements of the World 
Customs Organization 
(WCO) which advocates 
capacity building, 
skills development and 
knowledge sharing by 
customs authorities to 
enhance compliance 
with customs and excise 
legislation.

“Publishing tariff 

classifications will be 
useful in this regard 
and will contribute 
to consistency and 
transparency in the 
classification of goods. 
It is proposed that the 
Customs and Excise Act 
be amended to provide 
for the publication of 
these determinations 
and rules prescribing the 
circumstances in which 
such publication may 
take place, the kind of 

information that may be 
published and the manner 
of publication,” reads the 
review.

Clifford Evans, customs 
liaison manager at Berry & 
Donaldson, said industry 
had been petitioning for 
the publication of tariff 
determination for years.

“It is an issue we have 
been battling for years 
and one of our biggest 
challenges,” he said. This 
was after the South African 

Revenue Service abolished 
the practice of a published 
tariff declaration book. 

“In the past these 
classifications were readily 
available to industry in 
book form,” he told FTW. 
“Sars then took the decision 
to no longer publish the 
tariff declarations as it 
was then deemed to be 
confidential between the 
revenue service and the 
importer.”

Citrus body warns against  
Covid-19-driven capacity issues 

Tariff determination decision ends  
long industry battle
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Justin Chadwick, CEO of the Citrus Growers’ Association (CGA).
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transparency you can see

National Budget 2020
On 26 February, in 
the Finance Minister’s 
National Budget, there were 
four important matters of 
interest from a Customs 
and Excise perspective, 
namely (i) Providing for 
the publication of tariff 
determinations, (ii) 
Exchanging information 
with the Department of 
International Relations and 
Cooperation, (iii) Progress 
with the review of the diesel 
refund administration, 
and (iv) Payments to the 
Southern African Customs 
Union (Sacu) are projected 
to decrease between 
2020/21 and 2021/22, 
mainly due to estimated 
error adjustment of 
overpayments in 2019/20.

Tariff Determinations 
Publication
National Treasury noted 
that the publishing of tariff 
classifications will be useful 
and will contribute to 
consistency and transparency 
in the classification of goods.  
It thus proposed that the 
Customs and Excise Act, 1964 
would be amended to provide 

for the publication of tariff 
determinations and rules 
prescribing the circumstances 
in which such publication 
may take place, the kind of 
information that may be 
published, and the manner of 
publication. 

Frozen Chicken Trade 
Remedies – Comment 
due
On 24 February, the 
International Trade 
Administration Commission 
of South Africa (Itac) 
announced the initiation 
of a sunset review of 
anti-dumping duties on 
frozen bone-in portions, 
classifiable in tariff 
subheading 0207.14.9, 
exported from Germany, 
The Netherlands and United 
Kingdom (UK) on which 
comment is due by 27 
March.

Robbery or Theft 
Rebate Amendments
The South African Revenue 
Service (Sars) on 28 February 
announced the amendment 
of various rebate items 
– 412.09/00.00/01.00; 
495.00/00.00/01.00; 
497.01/00.00/01.00; 

624.50/000.00.00/01.00; 
634.03/000.00.00/01.00; 
670.10/000.00/01.00; 
680.02/00.00/02.00; and 
690.01/00.00/01.00 – to 
exclude duty rebates or 
refunds in circumstances 
where damage, destruction or 
loss of goods as contemplated 
in those items occurs due to 
robbery or theft.

The extent of rebate is either 
full duty, full duty not rebated, 
and full fuel levy and Road 
Accident Fund levy subject to 
Note 13.

Ships or Aircraft 
Stores’ Rule
On 28 February, Sars 
invited comment on the rule 
amendment for ships' or 
aircraft stores consumed in 
South Africa, which is due by 
13 March.

Export of Goods Rules
Sars on 21 February invited 
comment on the amendment 
for the export of goods i.t.o. 
rule 38.03 and Form DA 
306A, which is due by  
06 March.

Sugar Duty Reduction
On 02 March, Sars announced 
the reduction in the variable 
tariff formula on sugar from 
476.61c/kg to 418.61c/kg.

Wheat and Wheaten 
Flour Duty Reduction
Sars on 02 March announced 
the reduction in the variable 
tariff formula on wheat and 
wheaten flour from 77.62c/
kg to 51.66c/kg, and from 
116.44c/kg to 77.49c/kg.

Duty Calls’ Watchlist
Comment is due on:

The reduction in the 
rate of customs duty on air 
conditioning machines; and 
the increase in the rate of 
customs duty on high chrome 
grinding media balls by 27 
March.

The Diesel Refund 
Scheme Rule Amendments 
by 16 March.

The reduction in the rate of 
customs duty on tinplate by 
13 March.

 The application for Quota 
Import Permits for frozen 
chicken imported from the 
United States of America by 
06 March.

years of Customs updates
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Software taking you 
into the future 

Customs Clearing Software . Imports . Exports . Freight Forwarding 

T: +27 11 975 5519  
www.shipshape.co.za

SHARING THE INDUSTRY’S 
PIONEERING SPIRIT
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WALVIS BAY
TEL: (+264) 64 209-600

PORT ELIZABETH
TEL: (041) 505-4800

EAST LONDON
TEL: (043) 702-8293

PRETORIA
TEL: (012) 335-6980

CAPE TOWN
TEL: (021) 405-2000

DURBAN
TEL: (031) 360-7911

JOHANNESBURG
TEL: (011) 263-4000

As a world leader in global container shipping, MSC offers a global service supported 
by local dedicated teams. Over the years, we have built an integrated network of 
road, rail and sea transport resources to meet the growing needs of our customers. 
Excellent and flexible customer service is part of the company’s ethos – which means 
having total confidence in the quality of service you will receive.

Whatever the cargo, wherever the destination, MSC can handle it for you.

To find out more, please contact your local MSC office or
ZA031-sa.distribution@msc.com                                   www.msc.com
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IMO2020 pushes up 
freight rates
Export freight rates have increased 
significantly since the introduction 
of the International Maritime 
Organisation’s (IMO) 2020 sulphur 
cap in January this year.

According to Mike Walwyn, 
chairman of the Cape’s Port Liaison 
Forum (PLF), while the rate increase 
is dependent on the trade lane on 
which the cargo is moving, rates 
for cargo out of South Africa have 
increased by anything from $100 to 
$150 per TEU.

“The increase does vary widely. In 
some cases it can be as high as $600 
per TEU.”

While the IMO has taken bold 
steps to clean up shipping emissions, 
introducing a low sulphur fuel cup of 
0.5%, it has resulted in higher bunker 
charges across the globe.

Under the new global cap, ships 
have to use fuel oil on board with 
a sulphur content of no more than 
0.50% mass by mass, down from the 
former limit of 3.50%. Low Sulphur 
fuel is however more expensive 
as refineries have had to undergo 
extensive infrastructure upgrades to 
produce the new fuel.

Some shipping lines have opted 
instead to fit scrubbers on vessels to 
meet the regulation requirements. 
This capital outlay has also driven up 

cost, while it has in some cases affected 
capacity as vessels have had to create 
space. This is also the case for vessels 
that have opted to rather use LNG and 
have been fitted with gas tanks.

All of this had led to a significant 
increase in the cost of shipping, said 
Walwyn.

In a statement the International 
Bunker Industry Association (Ibia) said 
it had met with several large global 
shipping and bunkering companies 
in January and for the most part the 
transition to a lower sulphur fuel had 
been smooth.

This was attributed to planning 
and preparations undertaken well in 
advance of the actual transition.

“In general, the ship owners and 
operators as well as bunker providers 
Ibia met in Copenhagen had not 
experienced major issues with the 
availability of compliant fuel, although 
shortages have been evident in some 
regions. They did note that the year 
had started off with a sharp rise in 
premiums for very low sulphur fuel 
oil compared to high sulphur fuel oil 
(HSFO),” reads the statement.

Unni Einemo, Ibia director, 
acknowledged that the price volatility 
and higher prices could be painful in 
the interim.
– Liesl Venter

FTW8900

THE CHEMICAL PEOPLE
CURE CHEM SOUTH AFRICA (PTY) LTD

INVITATION TO TENDER 
TENDER DOCUMENTS FOR THE PROVISION OF TRANSPORT SERVICES

Ref: No TENDER NO 01/CCSA/20

Tenders are being invited from reputed Transporters/Cargo 
Service Companies/ Entities for the transportation of various 
chemical products from Durban and Johannesburg to 
Zimbabwe and Zambia. The tenderers must demonstrate 
capacity to provide an efficient service.  

Tender documents are available from the Administration 
Office at cost of R200  at CURE CHEM South Africa (PTY) 
LTD (“CCSA”) located at No. 67 Webb Road, Jet Park, 
Johannesburg on any working day between 0800 hours to 
1645 hours from 23 February 2020. The tenders should be 
returned on or before 1000 hours, on 13 March 2020, being the 
closing date. 

Zivaishe Mangena on 011 397 6364/066 487 0742  
email: Zivaishe.mangena@curechem.com

Lorianne Naidoo on 011 397 6364/076 588 3734  
email: lorianne.naidoo@curechem.com

For information contact the following:

www.curechem.com

FTW4435SD
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PACKAGING & CRATING

Liesl Venter

Robots are not only 
transforming the 
global packaging 
industry, but 

they're fast gaining traction 
on local shores.

Introducing efficiencies 
and f lexibility thanks to the 
precision and consistency 
with which they operate, 
robots are reducing cost 
and liability in packaging.

According to Martin 
Bensch of Cape Town-
headquartered Compact 
Robotic Systems, while 
there is still some 
scepticism in the local 
market about robots in 
packaging, it is a growing 
trend thanks to the 
innovative packaging 
solutions offered.

“Packaging is at the 

end of the product line, 
traditionally done through 
manual labour that is still 
relatively affordable in 
South Africa. Compare 
this to robots which are 
perceived to be expensive, 
and there are still barriers 
to market entry,”  
he told FTW. 

The cost of implementing 
a robotics system had 
steadily been declining, said 
Bensch. “System prices have 
come down as technology 
has improved and 
competition has grown.”

He said the option to 
rent such a packaging 
system had proved to be 
a successful model as it 
allowed companies to 
implement robotics in their 
operations without huge 
capital outlays.

At the same time, 

manufacturers who 
have introduced robotic 
packaging solutions have 
found that they are able to 
increase output thanks to 
the efficiencies introduced 
at the end of the production 
line.

“We have had clients 
whose main aim in opting 
for robotic solutions was 
to reduce staff, but within 
months of introducing 
these solutions, they had 
increased manufacturing 
output significantly.”

There were also few 
industries where robots 
could not be the packers, 
said Bensch. “We first 
introduced a fairly simple 
“palletising” solution to the 
cement industry in 2012,” 
he said.

Since then ongoing 
research and development 

has seen the company 
design and patent several 
other solutions including a 
mechanical gripper for the 
fertilising market. 

This robotic arm allows 
for 50kg bags of fertilizer 
to be packed into sling bags 
in what was previously 
a completely manual 
operation.

Bensch said robots offered 
flexibility as the arms 
could be positioned and 
replaced for different jobs, 
while the systems could be 
reprogrammed to change 
their packing functions.

“They can also be 
tailor-made to meet 
specific solutions for any 
manufacturing plant.”

Packaging robots gain  
traction in local markets
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MSC Logistics (Pty) Ltd
A subsidiary of Mediterranean Shipping Company

MSC House - 3rd Floor, 54 Dr Langalibalele Dube Street (Winder Street), Durban, 4001
P.O. Box 10614, Marine Parade, 4056, South Africa

Tel: (031) 360-7811, Fax: (031) 332-9291, E-mail: ZA031-sa.distribution@msc.com

A mechanical gripper picks up 50kg bags of fertilizer to be 
packed into sling bags in what was previously a completely 
manual operation.
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PACKAGING & CRATING

As the freight industry 
re-evaluates its carbon 
footprint, turning to green 
alternatives like 
paper and 
cardboard, 
they should 
be focusing 
more 
attention 
on a 
reduction in 
single-use 
items.

That’s the view of Eric 
Axelrad, group technical 
manager at ISO Moulders, 
which specialises  in the 
manufacture of moulded 
expanded polystyrene. 

“Single-use bottles, packets, 
straws, cups and takeaway 
boxes are all pushing us in the 
wrong direction in terms of 
sustainability. What people 
don’t see is the total cost of 
“green” alternatives  because a 

lot of the problem is hidden 
by the overall cost of 

biodegradability.” 
 Green 

packaging is 
on everyone’s 

agenda at the 
moment, says 

Axelrad. 
“We’re all 

familiar 
with the 
three 

Rs – 
Reduce, 

Re-use and 
Recycle, but we need 
to focus more on 
reduction of single-
use items and the 
only way we can 

do that is to ask ourselves if 
the item is truly necessary. 
There’s a perception that the 
solution to a waste-free world is 
anything but plastic – the only 
thing people are 
considering is 
biodegradability. 
But green 
packaging is so 
much more than 
that.” 

At ISO 
Moulders, he 
says, the focus has 
been on creating 
an alternative 
packaging 
solution – EPS 
polystyrene. ”It 
has lower energy 
requirements, it 
is 96% air, requires lower water 
usage, is 100% recyclable, it’s 
lightweight, and has no CFCs. 
In addition, the raw material 
is a by-product.”

Axelrad points out that 
just because cardboard 
is biodegradable doesn’t 
automatically make it the 
greenest option. “The energy 
and water inputs are high 

and the raw material is 
trees. While the costs remain 
unseen, it doesn’t mean they 
don’t have a footprint. 

“Plastics have had a lot 
of bad press 
recently due 
largely to 
irresponsible 
use, 
especially 
single-use 
cups and 
takeaway 
containers 
– but some 
of the 
alternatives 
are even 
worse; 
we just 
won’t see 

the damage directly. We 
can only win when we 
start to reduce our own 
footprints and choose the 
best material for the job. 
Every person and process 
has a footprint, the point 
is to minimise it, reduce 
single-use items, and create 
circular economies.”
– Zoë van Rooyen

Progress in green packaging demands  
a ban on single-use items

Horizon. Sailing with Integrity.
JOHANNESBURG    DURBAN    CAPE TOWN

Horizon offer expert, tailored marine risk cover across import & export, stock throughput 
and goods in transit to best suit our clients’ unique insurance needs.

www.horizonmarine.co.za

Horizon Underwriting Managers is a licensed Financial Services Provider (FSP 6354) underwriting on behalf of Lombard Insurance Company Limited, a licensed insurer and authorized Financial Services Provider (FSP 1596)
FTW8730

Just because 
cardboard is 
biodegradable 
doesn’t automatically 
make it the greenest 
option.
– Eric Axelrad

“

FTW4292SD

A galvanised drum for the 
transport of South African 
fruit juice concentrates is 
offering a cost-effective 
alternative to traditional 
options, according to 
packaging company 
PackSolve.

Most juice is transported 
in large drums over 200 
litres each, says value chain 
manager Jonathan Luff

“But once you've dented 
the drum, you have to 
recondition and paint it 
again – which is costly.

According to Luff,  
PackSolve’s galvanised 
drums aren’t as susceptible 
to visible damage. “We 
estimate that it can be used 
seven to eight times – which 
is based on how much 
damage the drum can take 
before it’s no longer useful.

According to stats 
quoted by PackSolve 
referencing Fruit Juice 
Focus, in 2016 SA exported 
nearly 34 000 tonnes of 
orange juice – more than 
the next ten continental 
exporters combined.

Alternative 
option for 
juice exports
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global freight logistics
secure warehousing

hazchem and food grade compliant

24hr tracking

Transit...
     dedicated to 

        delivery efficiency

Road freight of perishable goods,  
general & industrial consignments,  
within the RSA & SADC REGION

Consolidated loads:
JNB – CPT

RSA – Zimbabwe & Zambia

SOUTH AFRICA
JOHANNESBURG 

Tel: +27 (11) 907 8808 | Fax: +27 (11) 869 3323 | Email:transit@transitco.co.za

CAPE TOWN
Tel: +27 (21) 981 4779 | Email: allan@transitco.co.za

ZAMBIA
Cell: 00260 966 860703 | Email: karen.russell@realsk.co.zm

ZIMBABWE
Tel: 0027 828 177700 | Cell: 00263 78320 8424 | Email: transitfanuel@zol.co.zw

WE STAND ACCOUNTABLE FOR OUR ACTIONS, AS WE  
RECOGNISE THAT REWARD CAN ONLY FOLLOW PERFORMANCE

FTW8123

PACKAGING & CRATING

When it comes to the protection of 
their goods, transporters need to 
package their products adequately 
and not cut corners in order to 
save money. 

That’s the message from Mike 
Brews, director of Horizon 
Underwriting Managers, who 
warned transporters to follow 
industry standards when it comes 
to the packaging of their goods 
to avoid insurance 
claims.

“The primary 
function of any 
business is to 
sell goods. Good 
packaging will assist 
the shipper during 
the transport process 
and ensure the goods 
get to the customer 
in the best possible 
condition,” said 
Brews. 

“If the goods aren’t 
packaged properly, 
the reliance on insurance as well 
as on shipping lines and the wider 
supply chain industry starts to 
blur based on how badly they were 
packaged.”

Brews advises shippers 
to use as many 
protective measures 
as possible, despite 
the additional costs.

“Obviously 

there is a cost versus risk reward 
scenario that shippers will 
need to take into account when 
determining what degree of 
packaging they need. The more 
packaging the shipper takes, the 
more it will cost them, which in 
turn will diminish profits, so this 
is where you see people try to cut 
corners,” he said.

If goods are inadequately 
packaged, insurance 
companies can 
refuse to pay the 
claim. 

And while 
following industry 
standards is key, 
over and above that 
packaging should 
be able to withstand 
the rigours of a long 
transport process, 
particularly when 
you take fragile and 
hazardous materials 
into consideration. 

“If you have goods rattling 
around in a container, whether it 
is dangerous or delicate goods, it is 
inevitable that they will come out 
damaged. 

"Insurance is there for 
the out of the ordinary 

loss where a fortuity 
occurs and not an 
inevitability"  
– Bjorn Vorster

Cutting corners on 
packaging a costly option

Shippers should use 
as many protective 
measures as possible 
despite the added 
extra costs that may 
come with it. 
– Mike Brews

“
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Lithium concerns 
demand policy change
Bjorn Vorster 

The International Air 
Transport Association (Iata) 
has hinted at policy and 
regulatory changes to address 
growing concerns over the 
deliberate misdeclaration of 
cargo – particularly lithium ion 
batteries.

David 
Brennan, 
assistant 
director of 
Cargo Safety 
& Standards 
at Iata, said 
the association 
was actively 
trying to 
improve safety 
and security 
measures to 
expose low-end 
and counterfeit 
lithium battery 
producers who 
were misdeclaring their goods 
to avoid paying extra shipping 
charges.

“The problem we have is 
with your lower-end producers 
who are looking to save money 
wherever they can. They either 
don’t care or just lie about 
what they are shipping so 

they can avoid extra charges 
and the hassle of declaring 
their products correctly,” said 
Brennan. 

“They are the people we are 
after, but they are the ones who 
pose a challenge because if they 
are misdeclaring the cargo how 
do you locate it?”

Lithium batteries have 
become the 
battery of 
choice for most 
electronic 
devices due 
to their light 
weight, strong 
power and no 
memory effect, 
replacing 
old nickel 
metal hydride 
batteries. 
However, 
according to 
Brennan, these 
batteries also 

present different risks. 
“Lithium metal is typically 

non-rechargeable and has 
a long shelf life, whereas 
lithium ion batteries are 
the rechargeable ones and 
they do self-discharge over 
time, so there needs to be an 
understanding of how long they 

can be in transport,” he said. 
These batteries were not 

only used in traditional 
electronic devices such as 
cell phones and tablets, 
but also in newly developed 
products like e-bikes, which 
Brennan said had only added to 
the problem. 

“You see lithium ion batteries 
in nearly all walks of life which 
makes identifying the products 
carrying these batteries quite a 
complex process,” he said. “Take 
e-bikes for instance, we now 
have people manufacturing 
bikes that are fitted with 
lithium ion batteries who have 
no idea how to transport these 
batteries.

 “A big problem is consumer 
demand, which is pushing 
producers in the industry to 
produce batteries at half the 
price, and in most cases at half 
the quality. You can go onto 
any e-commerce platform and 
purchase a lithium battery 
from anyone advertising there, 
whether they are a licensed 
seller or not,” said Brennan. 

While policy changes are on 
the cards, he urged  shippers to 
declare their goods correctly to 
avoid any future problems.

An interim truck staging area 
will be constructed in Cape 
Town this year, but it remains 
unclear where or what the 
capacity will be.

While the concept and 
detailed construction drawings 
for the project were to be 
finalised during the last week 
of February, they will only be 
presented to Transnet National 
Ports Authority (TNPA) 
management in March, and 
then to affected stakeholders 
in April.

According to a spokesman 

for the Cape’s Port Liaison 
Forum, the need for a truck 
staging area at the port is dire 
and hopes are high that the 
process can be speeded up.

“At this stage we don’t know 
where the truck staging area 
will be or how many trucks will 
be handled at the facility.”

During a presentation to 
the forum, representatives of 
TNPA said several areas had 
been identified within the port 
precinct and once a decision 
had been made on which area, 
a clearer answer could be given 
on capacity and facilities.

“This is only an interim 
solution and therefore has 
to be cost efficient,” said the 
representative, indicating that 
a permanent staging area was 
still on the cards, but would be 
a long-term project.

Civil works and 
construction for the interim 
facility are expected to be 
completed by the end of 
September.

TNPA has indicated the 
goal is for the interim truck 
staging area to be operational 
by early October. 
– Liesl Venter

The problem we have 
is with your lower-
end producers who 
are looking to save 
money wherever they 
can.
– David Brennan

“

LAST WEEK’S TOP 
STORIES ON 

Zimbabwe 
businessman arrested 
again over Rolls-Royce 
Ghost import from SA
Two days after being 
released on bail, flamboyant 
Zimbabwean businessman 
Genius Kadungure has been 
arrested again for undervaluing 
another vehicle he imported 
from South Africa, this time a 
Rolls-Royce Ghost.

Coronavirus forces 
cancellation of 50 
sailings
Maersk Line has cancelled 
more than 50 sailings to 
and from Asia due to the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Brown locust outbreak 
hits SA
A brown locust outbreak has 
hit parts of South Africa and 
Namibia, raising concerns in 
the agricultural sector.

New window of 
opportunity for SA 
maize exporters
The lifting of a ban by the 
Zimbabwean government on 
genetically modified (GM) 
maize imports has created 
significant opportunities for 
South African maize farmers.

Coronavirus could 
force a re-evaluation of 
supply chains
As the coronavirus continues 
to take its toll on human 
life and the global economy, 
with manufacturing at a 
near standstill, shipping lines 
cancelling sailings and airlines 
cancelling flights, some supply 
chain leaders are beginning to 
re-evaluate their dependence 
on China, according to 
Katherine Barrios of ocean 
and airfreight benchmarking 
platform Xeneta.

CT sets deadline for interim staging area

FTW4707

ABJ     - Abidjan
ABD -  Abu Dhabi, UAE
ANT - Antwerp, Belgium
AQA - Aqaba, Jordan
ASI - Asia
BAR - Barcelona
BRH  -  B’Haven
CAL - Callao
CON - Conakry
CTG - Cartagena, Columbia
DAK - Dakar 
DAR - Dar Es Salaam
DBN - Durban   
DOH - Doha, Qatar
DOU - Douala
ELS - East London, SA
HAM - Hamad, Qatar
HK - Hong Kong 
HUA - Huangpu, China
IMM - Immingham
JEB - Jebel Ali
JED - Jeddah 

JPN - Japan
KLG - Keelung 
KOR - Korea
KUW - Kuwait
KWA - Kwanngyang, Korea
LAS - Las Palmas 
LAG - Lagos 
LEH - Le Harve, France
LOB - Lobito, Angola 
LUA - Luanda
MAN - Manzanillo, Panama 
MAP - Maputo 
MEL  - Melbourne, Australia 
MDV - Montevideo 
MOM - Mombasa 
MUM - Mumbai 
NAM  - Namibe
PDG - Pointe des Galets
PE  - Port Elizabeth, SA 
PKG - Port Kelang 
POI  - Pointe Noire, Congo
POR - Portugal

RIO -   Rio Grande, Brazil
ROT - Rotterdam 
SAL - Salvadore, Brazil
SAN - Santos
SHA - Shanghai China 
SIN - Singapore  
SOH - Sohar, Oman
SOU - Southhammpton, UK
SAT - San Antonio 
TAM - Tamatave 
TEA - Tema, Ghana
TIL - Tilbury, UK 
ULS - Ulsan, Korea
VIT - Vitoria, Brazil
WLM - Wallhamn, Sweden
WVS - Walvis Bay, Namibia
YAN - Yangon, Myanmar 
YOK - Yokohama 
XIN - Xingang, China
ZAR - Zarate

VESSEL VOY JPN SHA SIN DBN SAL VIT SAN MDV ZAR SAT CAL

ONYX ARROW 001  05/03 10/03 18/03 31/03 11/04 14/04 15/04 18/04 20/04 28/04 02/05

ASIA / AFRICA / SOUTH AMERICA 

ASIA /  AFRICA / EUROPE

VESSEL VOY ASI MOM DAR DBN TEA ABJ DAK CON DOU BRH ANT

MORNING CELESTA 111 20/02 23/03 24/03 31/03 10/04 12/04 16/04 - - 25/04 -

GENERAL AGENTS JOHANNESBURG DURBAN CAPE TOWN PORT ELIZABETH RICHARDS BAY SALDANHA BAY 
www.diamondship.co.za (011) 263-8500 (031) 570-7800 (021) 419-2734 (041) 373-1187/373-1399 (035) 789-0437 (022) 714-3449
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The groundbreaking inland port that will transform Southern African logistics

figure was closer to 500 000.
Considering that South 

Africa already exports around 
two million tonnes of citrus 
every month, it demonstrates 
why it is so important to do 
the necessary reefer capacity 
preparations as the country’s 
expected citrus output is 
predicted to grow by at least 
25% over the next three years.

“That’s why it was comforting 
to hear during the budget 

speech that money (R495.1 
million) has been set aside 
to promote exports from the 
agricultural sector,” Chadwick 
said.

However he believes that 
the billions ploughed into 
SAA should be invested in the 
ports because they are money 
spinners.

Profitability alone though, 
Chadwick remarked, was not 
enough to improve the efficiency 
of South Africa’s ports.

“The big unknown is 
labour."
Considering that finance 
minister Tito Mboweni’s 
biggest budget surprise was 
slashing the government’s 
wage bill by R37.8 in the 
next financial year, labour’s 
response that South Africa’s 
civil servants will not accept 
this could very well prove 
Chadwick’s reservations right 
– unfortunately.
Eugene Goddard

Liesl Venter

Sierra Leone is fast gaining 
interest from investors as a 
strong mining jurisdiction – 
and becoming a competitor 
for its African neighbours. 

“We have strengthened 
public financial account 
management and closed 
off loopholes for fraud, 
waste and abuse of 
public funds,” said Sierra 
Leone President Julius 
Maada Bio. “Multilateral 
institutions, including 
the World Bank and the 
IMF, have re-engaged 
the government. The 
macroeconomic foundation 
is once more strong and we 
are working to make the 
economy more resilient and 
shock proof.”

At present, all laws and 
regulations relating to 
mining are under review 
with the intent being 
to remove regulatory 
duplications and 
inconsistencies.

“We believe that a 
“one document-one 
interpretation” approach 

is in everyone’s best 
interests because it 
increases transparency and 
predictability about the 
investment relationship, 
obligations and 
responsibilities,” 
said Bio who 
emphasised 
the value that 
mining held 
for African 
countries’ 
development.

He said 
creating 
certainty 
about 
everything 
from 
institutional 
reform and 
capacity-
building to 
research and development 
was intended to create an 
environment where these 
transactions could develop 
and ultimately thrive.

“We are not interested 
in players who merely 
speculate against 
international f luctuations 
in mineral prices. We have 

had our experience with 
f ly-by-night and briefcase 
investments that made 
huge profits but promptly 
collapsed when market 
forces hit a short lull,” 

said Bio. 
“We are not 
interested 
in investors 
who speculate 
against 
changes in 
government 
knowing that 
Party A is 
amenable to 
taking bribes 
and can rush 
through 
shoddy 
legislation 
that cedes to 
them mining 

lease agreements that 
they themselves know are 
untenable.”

Bio indicated that 
Sierra Leone was working 
towards change and 
was keeping an eye on 
developments in other 
countries while learning 
from mistakes.

Citrus body warning
From page 1

Sierra Leone makes a strong  
play for mining investment

We have 
strengthened public 
financial account 
management and 
closed off loopholes 
for fraud, waste and 
abuse of public funds.
– Julius Maada Bio

“

Basil Hanival, a 
consultant for the South 
African Association of 
Freight Forwarders (Saaff), 
said this had not only 
resulted in delays, but also in 
repetition.

“In many instances 
agents were applying for 
classifications that had 
already been published. 
The move to 
again publish 
these tariff 
declarations 
will result 
in far more 
efficiency.”

According 
to Evans, the 
new customs 
legislation 
does make 
provision 
for the 
classifications 
to be 
published, but 
as the new laws are not yet in 
effect, the current legislation 
would have to be amended.

He said through the 
publication of these tariffs, 
Sars would be introducing 
much-needed transparency 
to the system as it was 
critical that determinations 
be published even if in an 

abridged format online.
Not only did it 

avoid inconsistencies 
in classifications but 
it contributed to fair 
competition in trade.

Both Hanival and 
Evans said publishing 
determinations served as a 
guide to traders, and more 
importantly it allowed for 
monitoring of the system, 
allowing industry the 

opportunity 
to react if 
a wrong 
classification 
was made 
that might 
give a 
competitor an 
advantage.    

It remains 
uncertain 
when the 
tariffs will be 
published, but 
the decision to 
include this in 
the national 

budget was good news as it 
indicated progress on the 
matter, the experts said.

The non-availability of tariff 
determinations is globally 
considered as a bureaucratic 
measure that obstructs trade. 
It is highly recommended by 
the Revised Kyoto Convention 
that they should be published.

Tariff determination
From page 1

Publishing 
determinations 
serves as a guide to 
traders and allows 
for monitoring of the 
system.
– Clifford Evans 

“
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